
Campaign Analysis

An integrated political, social media and 
PR campaign that put British shipbuilding 
at the heart of the Government agenda.



THE CHALLENGE
 British shipbuilding was facing a crisis. A gap in orders between 
the end of the aircraft carrier programme and the next naval 
procurement meant thousands of highly skilled workers were 
facing job losses and yard closures.

 A contract to build 3 support ships could bridge the gap but 
the Government wanted to build them overseas and started an 
international competition.

 The challenge was how to turn a niche shipbuilding issue into 
a national campaign and communicate complex issues by  
showing  the real impact of the decision.

OUR STRATEGY
 We built a strategy that focussed on telling  
personal stories about the importance of 
community and place, regional prosperity and  
our national capability to build ships.

KEEP BRITAIN AFLOAT
The campaign had three parts

•  Political – we commissioned our own research  
which set the core messages for the campaign.

    We launched in Parliament with the support 
of the All Party Parliamentary Group on 
Shipbuilding,  
putting pressure on the Defence Select Committee to hold an inquiry

    Launched a Charter that toured shipbuilding communities engaging with 
local authorities and MPs

•   Social – we designed the Keep Britain Afloat campaign with its own brand 
identity and clear messages. We commissioned a series of videos for social 
media that told the stories about ordinary people and the transformative role 
of shipbuilding as a highly skilled industry in our regional economies.

•   Media – we ran a targeted media campaign building strong relationships 
with journalists on the national and trade press pushing the story up the 
agenda for the political parties and civil service.

OUTCOMES

Social media 
reach

700K
Engagements

69,322 
Letters to the  
Defence Secretary 
from the public

3,834  
Articles in the  
national media

28 
Select Committee 
hearings

2 

Spring/Summer 2019

Campaign launch in  
House of Commons

Opposition day debate

Charter tours the country

Keep Britain Afloat social  
media campaign launched

Defence Select Committee 
hearing

 
Autumn/Winter 2019

Keep Britain Afloat  
reaches 350,000 people

Boris Johnson appoints Ben  
Wallace as Shipbuilding Tsar

Boris Johnson suspends FSS  
international competition on  

eve of election

 
Summer /Autumn 2020

MoD invites overseas shipbuilders to 
participate in pre-market engagement

Keep Britain Afloat reaches over 50,000  
in a month with levelling up videos

Launch of the Shovel Ready Projects campaign

Second Select Committee hearing

Labour Party responds with its Build in Britain Test

Labour Party launches FSS petition

Maritime UK joins campaign

Prime Minister mentions programme at liaison committee

Keep Britain Afloat campaign reaches 700,000 people

Defence Secretary reclassifies support ships as warships

PM mentions shipbuilding strategy in conference speech

IMPACT

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyutOFypAaY&feature=emb_title
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A campaign has been launched to build more ships in
the UK
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By Rom Preston-Ellis Regional Live Editor
06:00, 29 APR 2019

Workers at Devonport Dockyard are

spearheading a national campaign to save

40,000 shipbuilding jobs put at risk by the

Government’s decision to tender new naval

contracts overseas. 

As part of the campaign workers and

apprentices have sent a video message to

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson asking

him to think of the communities around

Plymouth when making decisions about

building ships abroad.

The campaign, called Keep Britain Afloat, is

calling on the Government to build three new

fleet auxiliary vessels in the UK to bridge a gap

in orders following the completion of Britain’s

aircraft carrier programme.

The campaign asks members of the public to

sign up the campaign via a website which will

automatically send an email to the Secretary of

State.

Currently, the Government is insisting that EU

rules mean the ships, which are intended to

support the aircraft carriers at sea, should be

put out to international tender and is forcing a

consortium of commercial British shipbuilders

to compete with shipyards from South Korea,

Japan, Norway and Italy.

P R O M O T E D  S T O R I E SP R O M O T E D  S T O R I E S

The move also comes just weeks after the

French Navy announced it would build four

support ships at the at Chantiers de

l’Atlantique shipyard in Saint-Nazaire in France

without any competition.

Over 6,000 jobs have been lost in the last six

months with Appledore being hardest hit with

closure.

Jobs have also been lost at Rosyth Naval

Dockyard, Cammell Laird on Merseyside.

Harland and Woolf in Belfast has been put up

for sale and there are question marks over the

future of Rosyth, Cammell Laird and Fergusons

on the Clyde.

Campaigners say they have calculated that

there are 40,000 jobs at risk employed directly

by the shipyards and through the supply

chains that support them across every part of

the UK providing advanced technology,

equipment and services.

Megan Love, mechanical fitter at Devonport,

said: “I think it’s very important that the UK

keeps it shipyards. We already have a shortage

of engineers in the UK and I think sending that

work away would send completely the wrong

message”.

Mark Oates, of Devonport Dockyard, said: "I

would implore them not to build these ships

abroad.

"Help maintain our skills base, help maintain

the defence of the country, and please think

about the guys down here before you make

decisions.” 

Tom Jenson an electrical apprentice at

Devonport, said: “I think he needs to come

down and have a look at what it would look

like without the dockyard here because some

of the areas you can see the struggle already

so he needs to come down and see for real

what would happen.” 

Lee Rapson, electrical fitter, at Devonport

added: “If I could speak someone in the MOD

about them thinking about building them

abroad, I’d say think about us.” 

Ian Waddell, spokesperson for the campaign

and General Secretary of Engineering and

Shipbuilding Unions, said: “The completion of

the aircraft carrier programme means that

there is a gap in orders which will mean tens of

thousands of jobs being lost.

"Building the FSS ships in Britain will mean a

bright future for Devonport.

"We believe it is wrong for the government to

spend up to £1.5b of British taxpayers’ money

overseas when it should be part of the national

prosperity agenda and be used to maintain

local jobs and communities throughout the

land.

"If it’s OK for the French to build them in

France why can’t we build them in Britain.

"It is vital we are able protect our ability to

design, build and maintain warships in the UK.

If they don’t, we will lose those skills forever.

"The fact remains that if the Government

wants a post-Brexit defence capability then it’s

going to need a post-Brexit industrial strategy,

which means spending money at home.

"Sending work overseas whilst allowing UK

yards to wither on the vine and putting skilled

jobs at risk is the ultimate false economy.

"We want to be very clear.

"It was a ministerial decision to adopt a

national shipbuilding strategy in favour of a

flawed international competition. It will be a

simple ministerial decision to change that

strategy."

The Ministry of Defence has been approached

for comment.

Follow @Plymouth_live
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A campaign has been launched to build more ships in
the UK
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By Rom Preston-Ellis Regional Live Editor
06:00, 29 APR 2019

Workers at Devonport Dockyard are

spearheading a national campaign to save

40,000 shipbuilding jobs put at risk by the

Government’s decision to tender new naval

contracts overseas. 

As part of the campaign workers and

apprentices have sent a video message to

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson asking

him to think of the communities around

Plymouth when making decisions about

building ships abroad.

The campaign, called Keep Britain Afloat, is

calling on the Government to build three new

fleet auxiliary vessels in the UK to bridge a gap

in orders following the completion of Britain’s

aircraft carrier programme.

The campaign asks members of the public to

sign up the campaign via a website which will

automatically send an email to the Secretary of

State.

Currently, the Government is insisting that EU

rules mean the ships, which are intended to

support the aircraft carriers at sea, should be

put out to international tender and is forcing a

consortium of commercial British shipbuilders

to compete with shipyards from South Korea,

Japan, Norway and Italy.

P R O M O T E D  S T O R I E SP R O M O T E D  S T O R I E S

The move also comes just weeks after the

French Navy announced it would build four

support ships at the at Chantiers de

l’Atlantique shipyard in Saint-Nazaire in France

without any competition.

Over 6,000 jobs have been lost in the last six

months with Appledore being hardest hit with

closure.

Jobs have also been lost at Rosyth Naval

Dockyard, Cammell Laird on Merseyside.

Harland and Woolf in Belfast has been put up

for sale and there are question marks over the

future of Rosyth, Cammell Laird and Fergusons

on the Clyde.

Campaigners say they have calculated that

there are 40,000 jobs at risk employed directly

by the shipyards and through the supply

chains that support them across every part of

the UK providing advanced technology,

equipment and services.

Megan Love, mechanical fitter at Devonport,

said: “I think it’s very important that the UK

keeps it shipyards. We already have a shortage

of engineers in the UK and I think sending that

work away would send completely the wrong

message”.

Mark Oates, of Devonport Dockyard, said: "I

would implore them not to build these ships

abroad.

"Help maintain our skills base, help maintain

the defence of the country, and please think

about the guys down here before you make

decisions.” 

Tom Jenson an electrical apprentice at

Devonport, said: “I think he needs to come

down and have a look at what it would look

like without the dockyard here because some

of the areas you can see the struggle already

so he needs to come down and see for real

what would happen.” 

Lee Rapson, electrical fitter, at Devonport

added: “If I could speak someone in the MOD

about them thinking about building them

abroad, I’d say think about us.” 

Ian Waddell, spokesperson for the campaign

and General Secretary of Engineering and

Shipbuilding Unions, said: “The completion of

the aircraft carrier programme means that

there is a gap in orders which will mean tens of

thousands of jobs being lost.

"Building the FSS ships in Britain will mean a

bright future for Devonport.

"We believe it is wrong for the government to

spend up to £1.5b of British taxpayers’ money

overseas when it should be part of the national

prosperity agenda and be used to maintain

local jobs and communities throughout the

land.

"If it’s OK for the French to build them in

France why can’t we build them in Britain.

"It is vital we are able protect our ability to

design, build and maintain warships in the UK.

If they don’t, we will lose those skills forever.

"The fact remains that if the Government

wants a post-Brexit defence capability then it’s

going to need a post-Brexit industrial strategy,

which means spending money at home.

"Sending work overseas whilst allowing UK

yards to wither on the vine and putting skilled

jobs at risk is the ultimate false economy.

"We want to be very clear.

"It was a ministerial decision to adopt a

national shipbuilding strategy in favour of a

flawed international competition. It will be a

simple ministerial decision to change that

strategy."

The Ministry of Defence has been approached

for comment.
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Union chiefs and community leaders made the call as
they gave evidence to the Commons Defence Select
Committee

Share 0COMMENTS

By Ben Glaze Deputy Political Editor
17:20, 8 SEP 2020

Boris Johnson should hand a £1.5billion

contract to build Royal Navy supply ships to

British firms if he is serious about “levelling

up”, MPs were warned tonight.

The Prime Minister has pledged to tackle the

wealth gulf between communities after

winning former Labour strongholds at last

December's election.

Union chiefs and local leaders urged him to

repay voters' faith by committing to build three

Fleet Solid Support vessels in the UK – and

snub bids from foreign rivals.

Plymouth Council boss Tudor Evans told the

Commons Defence Select Committee: “If

'levelling up' is to work we need to make sure

that work that's currently intended to go

abroad doesn't go abroad but is used to back

UK shipbuilding.

“There are skills here, talent here, steel here,

there's passion here.

“We should be using our UK tax pounds to

shore up these yards and to give them a

brighter future.”

The 40,000-tonne vessels will resupply Navy

aircraft carriers, destroyers and frigates with

food, ammunition and explosives.

For national security reasons, Royal Navy

warships can only be built in the UK.

But because the supply ships will be part of

the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, they are not classed

as warships – meaning they can be built

abroad.

The competition for the contract was initially

offered worldwide, with companies from Italy,

Spain, Japan and South Korea shortlisted,

along with a UK consortium.

The British team, backed by the Keep Britain

Afloat campaign, includes Babcock, BAE

Systems, Cammell Laird and Rolls-Royce.

The tendering process was halted suddenly in

November – raising hopes the terms could be

reset to boost British firms' chances of winning

the deal.

At least 2,500 skilled, well-paid jobs would be

secured by keeping the contract in Britain,

campaigners say.

But last month, the Ministry of Defence

triggered fresh dismay when foreign firms

were invited to take part in early plans to build

the vessels.

GMB national officer for shipbuilding Ross

Murdoch said: “In terms of the impact on UK

shipbuilding if the contract was to go to an

overseas company, it would be extremely

serious.

“FSS is really the only game in town, FSS really

is the big ticket item for the members we

represent.”

Warning of potential devastation to British

shipbuilding heartlands if the contract was

awarded to a foreign bidder, he added: “If the

order is not placed in the UK then the fear will

be that we go back to the 'feast and famine'

investment cycle.

“That's always been accompanied by painful

job losses, including in the supply chain.

“UK companies will always be less likely to bid

in the future if they think they cannot compete

fairly with overseas bidders.

“You really can't overstate the negative impact

of job losses. Study after study has shown that

many workers who are made redundant, they

don't find alternative work that is as well-paid

or as satisfying.

“Older workers in particular find it difficult to

remain in the labour market.

“Many redundant workers experience poor

mental and physical health.”

Unite's national officer for shipbuilding Rhys

McCarthy said where to place the contract had

become “a litmus test” for ministers.

Prospect union deputy general secretary Garry

Graham said: “The issue of FSS has become

totemic in people's eyes.

“We see other European nations, other major

defence nations around the world – I can't

imagine them making a similar decision to

potentially send FSS construction abroad.

“I think it is economically and industrially

illiterate.”

Urging the Government to speed-up the

process, committee chairman Tobias Ellwood,

a Conservative former Defence Minister, said:

“The delay itself must be costing the MoD a lot

of money for failing to make the decision.

“These are required and (not having them is)

putting strains on the existing capabilities and

are needed in service.”

An MoD spokeswoman said previously: “We

continue work on the procurement strategy for

the Fleet Solid Support ships and will provide

further details when the current stage is

completed.”

Follow @MirrorPolitics

Build Navy supply ships in UK
to fulfil 'levelling up'
promises, MPs are urged

Campaigners want the three Fleet Solid Support

ships built in the UK  (Image: Daily Record)
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Conservative MP Tobias Ellwood, a former

Defence Minister, chairs the Commons Defence

Select Committee (Image: PA)
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EXCLUSIVE: Ben Murray of Maritime UK said the
contract for the Fleet Solid Support vessels should
stay on British shores

Share 1COMMENTS

By Ben Glaze Deputy Political Editor
21:00, 28 AUG 2020

A top maritime industry chief tonight throws

his weight behind calls for new Royal Navy

supply vessels to be built in Britain.

Pressure is mounting on ministers to award

the £1.5billion deal for three Fleet Solid

Support ships to a UK consortium.

At least 2,500 skilled, well-paid jobs would be

secured by keeping the contract in Britain,

campaigners say.

Joining the fight, Maritime UK director Ben

Murray told the Mirror the Government should

snub cheaper bids from foreign firms.

Highlighting Boris Johnson's promise to “level-

up”, he said: “We certainly feel there is no

better tool or way of making real this 'levelling

up' commitment than supporting the

shipbuilding industry.

“We all know where they are – they are in port

towns and cities around the country that have

been 'left behind'.

“It is an industry that is old and has supported

lots of jobs in these places.

“The shipbuilding industry certainly does need

a stimulus – the best way of doing that would

be to build these ships here.”

The 40,000-tonne vessels will resupply Navy

aircraft carriers, destroyers and frigates with

food, ammunition and explosives.

For national security reasons, Royal Navy

warships can only be built in the UK.

But because the supply ships will be part of

the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, they are not classed

as warships – meaning they can be built

abroad.

The competition for the contract was initially

offered worldwide, with companies from Italy,

Spain, Japan and South Korea shortlisted,

along with a UK consortium.

The British team, backed by the Keep Britain

Afloat campaign, includes Babcock, BAE

Systems, Cammell Laird and Rolls-Royce.

The tendering process was halted suddenly in

November – raising hopes the terms could be

reset to boost British firms' chances of winning

the deal.

But earlier this month, the Ministry of Defence

triggered fresh dismay when foreign firms

were invited to take part in early plans to build

the vessels.

Mr Murray called for the design, building and

fitting-out phases to take place on these

shores – boosting employment in the supply

chain.

He blamed the Government's “acquisition

strategy” for chasing cheaper ships as the

main block to a British deal – and for

jeopardising UK jobs.

“It prioritises lower cap-ex (capital

expenditure),” he said.

“Particularly coming out of Covid, we need to

stimulate economic activity.

“The best way of doing that is to think, 'What is

the medium and long-term implication of any

intervention?'

“If you invest X-amount here it might be

comparatively quite a bit more expensive in

the short term.

“But the overall spill over and wider supply

chain benefit is significant.

“You're going to have fewer people

unemployed because it creates jobs, you're

going to have more companies on this project

– and the real magic is when a skills' base is

developed and companies become more

competitive because they have learned new

techniques and they have built new

relationships.

“They can go out and compete.

“All of that you don't have if you only look at

the lowest cost – and the lowest cost means

you're not going to be doing it in this country.

“The MoD and Treasury have got to recognise

that things have changed.

“Covid has decimated coastal communities and

large parts of the economy, so look at all the

levers the Government has to support the

recovery and support big industries that we

have a tradition in.”

Labour has stepped up its battle for the

vessels to be constructed in the UK, as the

Government prepares to reissue the tender.

A petition at

https://action.labour.org.uk/page/s/royalnavyships

says: “For five years, the Tory Government has

dithered over Navy supply ships when it’s a no-

brainer to build these vital new ships in Britain.

“They are selling Britain short by not putting

the work into UK shipyards.

"These ships are the cornerstone for the future

of shipbuilding in this country."

Shadow Defence Secretary John Healey said:

“We’re now taking the ‘Build in Britain’

campaign to the shipyard workers, their

families and the local areas across the UK that

stand to gain if ministers make sure these

ships are built in Britain.

“I think people are strongly behind us in

wanting Britain’s naval ships built by British

workers in British shipyards.

"No other major military nation has ordered

naval support ships from foreign yards.

"What can be built in Britain, must be built in

Britain.

“It’s a win-win-win to boost our British jobs,

manufacturing strength and national self-

reliance/resilience."

Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering

Unions' general secretary Ian Waddell said:

"These ships will support our carrier strike

force in combat situations.

“They should be designed, built and

maintained in Britain.

“FSS will pump £1.3bn into our regional

economies, safeguarding thousands of skilled

manufacturing jobs, create 2,500 new jobs and

get the economy back up and running by

making sure wages are spent in local shops.

"It is utterly absurd that this Government

should even consider building these ships in

overseas shipyards using taxpayer's money.

“Sign the petition and send a strong message

to the Prime Minister that these ships should

be built in Britain using British skills and British

steel."

An MoD spokeswoman said last week:

“Defence is incredibly well placed to support

the Government’s building agenda, with our

investment providing not only first-class

equipment, but securing homegrown skills,

opportunities and more than 300,000 jobs

directly and indirectly right across the UK.

“We continue work on the procurement

strategy for the Fleet Solid Support ships and

will provide further details when the current

stage is completed.”

Follow @MirrorPolitics

Maritime industry chief calls
for Royal Navy supply ships
to be built in Britain

The Fleet Solid Support ships should be built in

Britain, campaigners say  (Image: Daily Record)
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Defence Secretary Ben Wallace is under pressure

to build the ships in the UK (Image: PA)
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The FSS vessels will also resupply Type 45

destroyers, such as HMS Dragon (Image: PA)
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EXCLUSIVE: The party renewed demands for the Fleet
Solid Support vessels to be built in the UK

Share 3COMMENTS

By Ben Glaze Deputy Political Editor
22:00, 23 AUG 2020 UPDATED 22:48, 23 AUG 2020

Labour tonight sets a “Built in Britain” test for

UK military hardware as it steps up its fight for

a bumper defence deal to stay on these

shores.

Shadow Defence Secretary John Healey called

on ministers to finally award the £1.5billion

contract for three Fleet Solid Support vessels

to a British consortium.

A Spanish-led team is bidding for the work to

build the Royal Navy supply ships, which

campaigners say will support 2,500 jobs.

The battle comes as a major Whitehall defence

and security review is underway.

Mr Healey said: “For five years, defence

ministers have dithered over this decision

when it’s a no-brainer to build these vital new

ships in Britain.

“They are selling Britain short by not putting

the work into UK shipyards.

“No other major military nation has ordered

naval support ships from foreign yards.

“What can be built in Britain now, must be built

in Britain – and long-term defence and security

procurement must also involve plans to

develop the UK’s future capacity to build in

Britain.

“This is one test by which we will judge the

Government’s new integrated review of

defence and security.”

The 40,000-tonne vessels will resupply Royal

Navy aircraft carriers, destroyers and frigates

with food, ammunition and explosives.

For national security reasons, Royal Navy

warships can only be built in the UK.

But because the supply ships will be part of

the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, they are not classed

as warships – meaning they can be built

abroad.

Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering

Unions general secretary Ian Waddell said: “We

very much welcome the 'Built in Britain' test

and believe it should be applied to every major

industry project that is funded by the taxpayer

in order to preserve our skills base and ability

to design, build and maintain complex

projects.

“These ships are the cornerstone for the future

of the British shipbuilding industry.

“Placing the order in the UK will bridge the gap

between the end of the aircraft carrier

programme and the next tranche of ships on

order which will provide highly-skilled

employment for a generation in areas that

need it most.

“If the Prime Minister is serious about levelling

up in the regions he will jump at the chance of

building these ships in Britain as a

straightforward means to pump investment

into our regions and get the economy up and

running again after the coronavirus lockdown.

“Working people in our shipbuilding

communities simply don’t understand why

ministers are insisting on inviting foreign

shipyards to tender."

Community steelworkers' union general

secretary Roy Rickhuss said: “We know that

steelworks in the UK have the capacity to

produce the bulk of the materials needed for

the proposed Fleet Solid Support ships.

“The Prime Minister promised that steel

produced in the UK would be first in line in the

planned ‘infrastructure revolution’.

“Building these ships in Britain, and building

them using Britain’s steel, is this Government’s

opportunity to stand by their word and stand

by our industry.”

The competition for the contract was initially

offered worldwide, with companies from Italy,

Spain, Japan and South Korea shortlisted,

along with a UK consortium.

The British team, backed by the Keep Britain

Afloat campaign, includes Babcock, BAE

Systems, Cammell Laird and Rolls-Royce.

The tendering process was halted suddenly in

November – raising hopes the terms could be

reset to boost British firms' chances of winning

the deal.

But earlier this month, the Ministry of Defence

triggered fresh dismay when foreign firms

were invited to take part in early plans to build

them.

The "prior information notice" says the deal is

open to "UK and international suppliers or

consortiums offering a UK or international ship

design, who are capable of either priming,

providing a design and/or integrating or

building FSS ships".

Four weeks previously, Defence Secretary Ben

Wallace fuelled hopes the deal would go to a

UK yard.

He told the Commons: “British shipbuilding,

British yards produce some of the best ships in

the world and we should support them as best

we can and make sure our Navy get some

great British-made kit.”

In June, a Whitehall spending watchdog said a

lack of Navy support vessels will hamper

Britain's two new £6.2billion aircraft carriers.

An MoD spokeswoman said: “Defence is

incredibly well placed to support the

Government’s building agenda, with our

investment providing not only first-class

equipment, but securing homegrown skills,

opportunities and more than 300,000 jobs

directly and indirectly right across the UK.

“We continue work on the procurement

strategy for the Fleet Solid Support ships and

will provide further details when the current

stage is completed.”

Follow @MirrorPolitics

Labour unveils 'Built in
Britain' test for defence
projects amid Navy ships'
row

A computer image of what the Fleet Solid

Support ships could look like  (Image: Daily Record)
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EXCLUSIVE: Ben Murray of Maritime UK said the
contract for the Fleet Solid Support vessels should
stay on British shores

Share 1COMMENTS

By Ben Glaze Deputy Political Editor
21:00, 28 AUG 2020

A top maritime industry chief tonight throws

his weight behind calls for new Royal Navy

supply vessels to be built in Britain.

Pressure is mounting on ministers to award

the £1.5billion deal for three Fleet Solid

Support ships to a UK consortium.

At least 2,500 skilled, well-paid jobs would be

secured by keeping the contract in Britain,

campaigners say.

Joining the fight, Maritime UK director Ben

Murray told the Mirror the Government should

snub cheaper bids from foreign firms.

Highlighting Boris Johnson's promise to “level-

up”, he said: “We certainly feel there is no

better tool or way of making real this 'levelling

up' commitment than supporting the

shipbuilding industry.

“We all know where they are – they are in port

towns and cities around the country that have

been 'left behind'.

“It is an industry that is old and has supported

lots of jobs in these places.

“The shipbuilding industry certainly does need

a stimulus – the best way of doing that would

be to build these ships here.”

The 40,000-tonne vessels will resupply Navy

aircraft carriers, destroyers and frigates with

food, ammunition and explosives.

For national security reasons, Royal Navy

warships can only be built in the UK.

But because the supply ships will be part of

the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, they are not classed

as warships – meaning they can be built

abroad.

The competition for the contract was initially

offered worldwide, with companies from Italy,

Spain, Japan and South Korea shortlisted,

along with a UK consortium.

The British team, backed by the Keep Britain

Afloat campaign, includes Babcock, BAE

Systems, Cammell Laird and Rolls-Royce.

The tendering process was halted suddenly in

November – raising hopes the terms could be

reset to boost British firms' chances of winning

the deal.

But earlier this month, the Ministry of Defence

triggered fresh dismay when foreign firms

were invited to take part in early plans to build

the vessels.

Mr Murray called for the design, building and

fitting-out phases to take place on these

shores – boosting employment in the supply

chain.

He blamed the Government's “acquisition

strategy” for chasing cheaper ships as the

main block to a British deal – and for

jeopardising UK jobs.

“It prioritises lower cap-ex (capital

expenditure),” he said.

“Particularly coming out of Covid, we need to

stimulate economic activity.

“The best way of doing that is to think, 'What is

the medium and long-term implication of any

intervention?'

“If you invest X-amount here it might be

comparatively quite a bit more expensive in

the short term.

“But the overall spill over and wider supply

chain benefit is significant.

“You're going to have fewer people

unemployed because it creates jobs, you're

going to have more companies on this project

– and the real magic is when a skills' base is

developed and companies become more

competitive because they have learned new

techniques and they have built new

relationships.

“They can go out and compete.

“All of that you don't have if you only look at

the lowest cost – and the lowest cost means

you're not going to be doing it in this country.

“The MoD and Treasury have got to recognise

that things have changed.

“Covid has decimated coastal communities and

large parts of the economy, so look at all the

levers the Government has to support the

recovery and support big industries that we

have a tradition in.”

Labour has stepped up its battle for the

vessels to be constructed in the UK, as the

Government prepares to reissue the tender.

A petition at

https://action.labour.org.uk/page/s/royalnavyships

says: “For five years, the Tory Government has

dithered over Navy supply ships when it’s a no-

brainer to build these vital new ships in Britain.

“They are selling Britain short by not putting

the work into UK shipyards.

"These ships are the cornerstone for the future

of shipbuilding in this country."

Shadow Defence Secretary John Healey said:

“We’re now taking the ‘Build in Britain’

campaign to the shipyard workers, their

families and the local areas across the UK that

stand to gain if ministers make sure these

ships are built in Britain.

“I think people are strongly behind us in

wanting Britain’s naval ships built by British

workers in British shipyards.

"No other major military nation has ordered

naval support ships from foreign yards.

"What can be built in Britain, must be built in

Britain.

“It’s a win-win-win to boost our British jobs,

manufacturing strength and national self-

reliance/resilience."

Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering

Unions' general secretary Ian Waddell said:

"These ships will support our carrier strike

force in combat situations.

“They should be designed, built and

maintained in Britain.

“FSS will pump £1.3bn into our regional

economies, safeguarding thousands of skilled

manufacturing jobs, create 2,500 new jobs and

get the economy back up and running by

making sure wages are spent in local shops.

"It is utterly absurd that this Government

should even consider building these ships in

overseas shipyards using taxpayer's money.

“Sign the petition and send a strong message

to the Prime Minister that these ships should

be built in Britain using British skills and British

steel."

An MoD spokeswoman said last week:

“Defence is incredibly well placed to support

the Government’s building agenda, with our

investment providing not only first-class

equipment, but securing homegrown skills,

opportunities and more than 300,000 jobs

directly and indirectly right across the UK.

“We continue work on the procurement

strategy for the Fleet Solid Support ships and

will provide further details when the current

stage is completed.”

Follow @MirrorPolitics

Maritime industry chief calls
for Royal Navy supply ships
to be built in Britain

The Fleet Solid Support ships should be built in

Britain, campaigners say  (Image: Daily Record)
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21:00, 28 AUG 2020

A top maritime industry chief tonight throws

his weight behind calls for new Royal Navy

supply vessels to be built in Britain.

Pressure is mounting on ministers to award

the £1.5billion deal for three Fleet Solid

Support ships to a UK consortium.

At least 2,500 skilled, well-paid jobs would be

secured by keeping the contract in Britain,

campaigners say.

Joining the fight, Maritime UK director Ben

Murray told the Mirror the Government should

snub cheaper bids from foreign firms.

Highlighting Boris Johnson's promise to “level-

up”, he said: “We certainly feel there is no

better tool or way of making real this 'levelling

up' commitment than supporting the

shipbuilding industry.

“We all know where they are – they are in port

towns and cities around the country that have

been 'left behind'.

“It is an industry that is old and has supported

lots of jobs in these places.

“The shipbuilding industry certainly does need

a stimulus – the best way of doing that would

be to build these ships here.”

The 40,000-tonne vessels will resupply Navy

aircraft carriers, destroyers and frigates with

food, ammunition and explosives.

For national security reasons, Royal Navy

warships can only be built in the UK.

But because the supply ships will be part of

the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, they are not classed

as warships – meaning they can be built

abroad.

The competition for the contract was initially

offered worldwide, with companies from Italy,

Spain, Japan and South Korea shortlisted,

along with a UK consortium.

The British team, backed by the Keep Britain

Afloat campaign, includes Babcock, BAE

Systems, Cammell Laird and Rolls-Royce.

The tendering process was halted suddenly in

November – raising hopes the terms could be

reset to boost British firms' chances of winning

the deal.

But earlier this month, the Ministry of Defence

triggered fresh dismay when foreign firms

were invited to take part in early plans to build

the vessels.

Mr Murray called for the design, building and

fitting-out phases to take place on these

shores – boosting employment in the supply

chain.

He blamed the Government's “acquisition

strategy” for chasing cheaper ships as the

main block to a British deal – and for

jeopardising UK jobs.

“It prioritises lower cap-ex (capital

expenditure),” he said.

“Particularly coming out of Covid, we need to

stimulate economic activity.

“The best way of doing that is to think, 'What is

the medium and long-term implication of any

intervention?'

“If you invest X-amount here it might be

comparatively quite a bit more expensive in

the short term.

“But the overall spill over and wider supply

chain benefit is significant.

“You're going to have fewer people

unemployed because it creates jobs, you're

going to have more companies on this project

– and the real magic is when a skills' base is

developed and companies become more

competitive because they have learned new

techniques and they have built new

relationships.

“They can go out and compete.

“All of that you don't have if you only look at

the lowest cost – and the lowest cost means

you're not going to be doing it in this country.

“The MoD and Treasury have got to recognise

that things have changed.

“Covid has decimated coastal communities and

large parts of the economy, so look at all the

levers the Government has to support the

recovery and support big industries that we

have a tradition in.”

Labour has stepped up its battle for the

vessels to be constructed in the UK, as the

Government prepares to reissue the tender.

A petition at

https://action.labour.org.uk/page/s/royalnavyships

says: “For five years, the Tory Government has

dithered over Navy supply ships when it’s a no-

brainer to build these vital new ships in Britain.

“They are selling Britain short by not putting

the work into UK shipyards.

"These ships are the cornerstone for the future

of shipbuilding in this country."

Shadow Defence Secretary John Healey said:

“We’re now taking the ‘Build in Britain’

campaign to the shipyard workers, their

families and the local areas across the UK that

stand to gain if ministers make sure these

ships are built in Britain.

“I think people are strongly behind us in

wanting Britain’s naval ships built by British

workers in British shipyards.

"No other major military nation has ordered

naval support ships from foreign yards.

"What can be built in Britain, must be built in

Britain.

“It’s a win-win-win to boost our British jobs,

manufacturing strength and national self-

reliance/resilience."

Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering

Unions' general secretary Ian Waddell said:

"These ships will support our carrier strike

force in combat situations.

“They should be designed, built and

maintained in Britain.

“FSS will pump £1.3bn into our regional

economies, safeguarding thousands of skilled

manufacturing jobs, create 2,500 new jobs and

get the economy back up and running by

making sure wages are spent in local shops.

"It is utterly absurd that this Government

should even consider building these ships in

overseas shipyards using taxpayer's money.

“Sign the petition and send a strong message

to the Prime Minister that these ships should

be built in Britain using British skills and British

steel."

An MoD spokeswoman said last week:

“Defence is incredibly well placed to support

the Government’s building agenda, with our

investment providing not only first-class

equipment, but securing homegrown skills,

opportunities and more than 300,000 jobs

directly and indirectly right across the UK.

“We continue work on the procurement

strategy for the Fleet Solid Support ships and

will provide further details when the current

stage is completed.”

Follow @MirrorPolitics

Maritime industry chief calls
for Royal Navy supply ships
to be built in Britain

The Fleet Solid Support ships should be built in

Britain, campaigners say  (Image: Daily Record)
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By Ben Glaze Deputy Political Editor
21:00, 28 AUG 2020

A top maritime industry chief tonight throws

his weight behind calls for new Royal Navy

supply vessels to be built in Britain.

Pressure is mounting on ministers to award

the £1.5billion deal for three Fleet Solid

Support ships to a UK consortium.

At least 2,500 skilled, well-paid jobs would be

secured by keeping the contract in Britain,

campaigners say.

Joining the fight, Maritime UK director Ben

Murray told the Mirror the Government should

snub cheaper bids from foreign firms.

Highlighting Boris Johnson's promise to “level-

up”, he said: “We certainly feel there is no

better tool or way of making real this 'levelling

up' commitment than supporting the

shipbuilding industry.

“We all know where they are – they are in port

towns and cities around the country that have

been 'left behind'.

“It is an industry that is old and has supported

lots of jobs in these places.

“The shipbuilding industry certainly does need

a stimulus – the best way of doing that would

be to build these ships here.”

The 40,000-tonne vessels will resupply Navy

aircraft carriers, destroyers and frigates with

food, ammunition and explosives.

For national security reasons, Royal Navy

warships can only be built in the UK.

But because the supply ships will be part of

the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, they are not classed

as warships – meaning they can be built

abroad.

The competition for the contract was initially

offered worldwide, with companies from Italy,

Spain, Japan and South Korea shortlisted,

along with a UK consortium.

The British team, backed by the Keep Britain

Afloat campaign, includes Babcock, BAE

Systems, Cammell Laird and Rolls-Royce.

The tendering process was halted suddenly in

November – raising hopes the terms could be

reset to boost British firms' chances of winning

the deal.

But earlier this month, the Ministry of Defence

triggered fresh dismay when foreign firms

were invited to take part in early plans to build

the vessels.

Mr Murray called for the design, building and

fitting-out phases to take place on these

shores – boosting employment in the supply

chain.

He blamed the Government's “acquisition

strategy” for chasing cheaper ships as the

main block to a British deal – and for

jeopardising UK jobs.

“It prioritises lower cap-ex (capital

expenditure),” he said.

“Particularly coming out of Covid, we need to

stimulate economic activity.

“The best way of doing that is to think, 'What is

the medium and long-term implication of any

intervention?'

“If you invest X-amount here it might be

comparatively quite a bit more expensive in

the short term.

“But the overall spill over and wider supply

chain benefit is significant.

“You're going to have fewer people

unemployed because it creates jobs, you're

going to have more companies on this project

– and the real magic is when a skills' base is

developed and companies become more

competitive because they have learned new

techniques and they have built new

relationships.

“They can go out and compete.

“All of that you don't have if you only look at

the lowest cost – and the lowest cost means

you're not going to be doing it in this country.

“The MoD and Treasury have got to recognise

that things have changed.

“Covid has decimated coastal communities and

large parts of the economy, so look at all the

levers the Government has to support the

recovery and support big industries that we

have a tradition in.”

Labour has stepped up its battle for the

vessels to be constructed in the UK, as the

Government prepares to reissue the tender.

A petition at

https://action.labour.org.uk/page/s/royalnavyships

says: “For five years, the Tory Government has

dithered over Navy supply ships when it’s a no-

brainer to build these vital new ships in Britain.

“They are selling Britain short by not putting

the work into UK shipyards.

"These ships are the cornerstone for the future

of shipbuilding in this country."

Shadow Defence Secretary John Healey said:

“We’re now taking the ‘Build in Britain’

campaign to the shipyard workers, their

families and the local areas across the UK that

stand to gain if ministers make sure these

ships are built in Britain.

“I think people are strongly behind us in

wanting Britain’s naval ships built by British

workers in British shipyards.

"No other major military nation has ordered

naval support ships from foreign yards.

"What can be built in Britain, must be built in

Britain.

“It’s a win-win-win to boost our British jobs,

manufacturing strength and national self-

reliance/resilience."

Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering

Unions' general secretary Ian Waddell said:

"These ships will support our carrier strike

force in combat situations.

“They should be designed, built and

maintained in Britain.

“FSS will pump £1.3bn into our regional

economies, safeguarding thousands of skilled

manufacturing jobs, create 2,500 new jobs and

get the economy back up and running by

making sure wages are spent in local shops.

"It is utterly absurd that this Government

should even consider building these ships in

overseas shipyards using taxpayer's money.

“Sign the petition and send a strong message

to the Prime Minister that these ships should

be built in Britain using British skills and British

steel."

An MoD spokeswoman said last week:

“Defence is incredibly well placed to support

the Government’s building agenda, with our

investment providing not only first-class

equipment, but securing homegrown skills,

opportunities and more than 300,000 jobs

directly and indirectly right across the UK.

“We continue work on the procurement

strategy for the Fleet Solid Support ships and

will provide further details when the current

stage is completed.”

Follow @MirrorPolitics

Maritime industry chief calls
for Royal Navy supply ships
to be built in Britain

The Fleet Solid Support ships should be built in

Britain, campaigners say  (Image: Daily Record)
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destroyers, such as HMS Dragon (Image: PA)
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Hopes that British shipyards will build new

support ships for the Royal Navy are being

undermined by the Ministry of Defence’s

refusal to release a “lessons learned” report

on a contract to build similar vessels abroad,

it is claimed....
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UK Government u-turns on
Fleet Solid Support Ship
designation
Harry Lye | 22 September 2020 (Last Updated September 22nd, 2020 11:23)

UK Defence Secretary Ben Wallace, yesterday,
called the Royal Fleet Auxillary’s planned Fleet
Solid Support Ships “warships” bolstering
chances of the ships being built in UK
shipyards. The government had long insisted
the vessels were not warships and as such
should be eligible for international tender.

The Ministry of Defence (MOD) in the past
refused to call the vessels warships, which
allowed for the vessels to be built overseas
similar to the procurement of the UK’s MARS
Tide-class tankers.

Due to national security concerns, vessels
designated as warships must be built in the
UK. Procurement of the vessels is estimated to
be worth up to £1.5bn.

Speaking in Parliament, Wallace said: “I intend
to announce the procurement timetable for
these warships in due course, after market
testing has completed. We intend to encourage
international partners to work alongside UK
firms to bid, which will build on the success of
Type 31.”

A source confirmed to Naval Technology that
Wallace did not misspeak when he called the
vessels ‘warships’.

Commenting on Wallace’s remarks, GMB
National Officer and CSEU Chair Ross
Murdoch said: “It looks like the Government
has finally acknowledged what GMB has always
said – these are warships.

“There is no reason to now hide behind any
treaty – they must be built in UK.”

Procurement of the Fleet Solid Support Ships
was suspended last year after the MOD said
none of the bidders could comply with cost
requirements. Last month, the MOD issued a
‘prior information notice’ for the ship’s
procurement which re-floated concerns work
on the ships could be sent abroad.

Wallace’s comments can be seen as a boost to
two teams interested in building the ships, a
UK Consortium, and a team led by Spanish-
shipbuilder Navantia.

The UK consortium of Babcock, BAE Systems,
Cammell Laird and Rolls-Royce bid for the
original contract and is being backed by the
trade union-affiliated Keep Britain Afloat
campaign.
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Get Free Report
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The Navantia, Infrastrata and BMT team –
dubbed ‘Team Resolute – have agreed to
partner on the work should a contract be
awarded to the consortium. Infrastrata owns
the Harland and Wolff shipyard in Belfast and
recently announced it had acquired the
historic Appledore Shipyard as well.

Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering
Unions (CSEU) General Secretary Ian Waddell:
“We have always said that these ships should
be classified as warships. They are armed and
support the Carrier Strike Group in combat
operations. Our competitor countries

classify their tanker craft as warships and
recognise them as being vital part of their
strategic capability.

“The UK should do the same in order to
maintain the skills to design build and maintain
the fleet as well as safeguarding thousands of
jobs and pumping over £1bn into our regions to
get the economy up and running again.”

On multiple occasions in Parliament, Defence
Ministers have said that the ships were not ‘
‘warships’ including in 2018 when then
Defence Minister Stuart Andrew said: “As I
have said on many occasions, the fleet solid
support ships are not classed as warships.

“There is no compelling national security
reason to consider UK shipbuilding capacity as
part of that procurement, but we are working
very closely with industry because we want it
to become very competitive so that it not only
attempts to win those contracts but is more
successful with other contracts from around
the world.”

The vessels are seen as vital to the UK’s plans
for Carrier Strike groups and will keep the UK’s
two Queen-Elizabeth aircraft carriers, as well
as other Royal Navy ships, stocked with stores
while at sea.

Waddell added: “There is absolutely no need
for an international competition of any shape
or form as we have the full capability in the UK
as we demonstrated with the aircraft carriers
themselves”.

“Any plan for the FSS must include work for
every shipyard in the UK to maintain the skills
base and workforce built up to deliver the
carrier and act as a bridge to the next tranche
of naval ships set out in the national
shipbuilding strategy. Doing so will put the UK
shipbuilding industry in the unique position of
having work for the next 50 years.”

Earlier this month, Prospect Union Deputy
General Secretary Garry Graham warned
Parliament’s defence select committee that it
would be ‘economically and industrially
illiterate’ to build the Royal Fleet Auxiliary’s
new Fleet Solid Support ships abroad.

During the hearing, Graham said: “The issue of
FSS has become – quite rightly – totemic in
people’s eyes. Certainly, I cannot imagine other
European nations and other major defence
nations around the world making a similar
decision.

“The potential decision to send FSS
construction abroad is economically and
industrially illiterate.”
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Rendering of a proposed BMT / Navantia / Harland & Wolff
design for the FSS (Image courtesy BMT)

The UK Ministry of Defence's contract tender for
three new fleet auxiliaries has begun again, nine
months after it was suspended amidst concerns
about foreign bidders. 

In May 2018, MoD posted a contract tender for
up to three "Fleet Solid Support" ships to
resupply the Royal Navy's fleet with dry stores.
The specifications called for 250,000 cubic feet
of cargo space, a cruising speed of 18 knots, an
UNREPS speed of 12 knots and ship-to-ship
transfer capacity of five tonnes per load.

the MoD invited overseas shipbuilders to
participate in the bidding, drawing criticism from
maritime unions and domestic shipbuilding
advocates. Despite the domestic pressure, the
FSS project attracted interest from multiple
defense shipbuilders around the world, including
Navantia, Fincantieri, Japan Marine United and
DSME. All but Navantia ultimately dropped out.

In November 2019, the MoD published a
sweeping outside review of the UK's National
Shipbuilding Strategy. In the report, prominent
businessman Sir John Parker recommended
that "UK-only competition should be considered
for future defence-funded vessels,” pointing to
the benefits of sustaining the UK industrial
base. The MoD suspended the FSS bidding
process the next day, saying that it was "clear
that the current approach will not deliver the
requirement." 

With the onset of the COVID-19 shutdown and
the contraction of the national economy, defense
insiders raised concerns that the FSS project
could be canceled altogether due to budgetary
constraints, with scarce funds going towards
warship acquisition instead. The MoD said that it
was still working on FSS procurement despite
declining tax revenues - and true to its word, it is
reopening the procurement process with a
series of events to gauge bidder interest.
Controversially, it has also left the door open
to "international suppliers," angering domestic
shipbuilders once again.

"[This is] an absolute disgrace. The Defence
Select Committee will undoubtedly be taking this
up, which is presumably why they have sneaked
this out in the [parliamentary] recess," said
Labour MP John Spellar in a statement. "And
spare us any bleating excuses about EU
procurement rules, just buy and build British."

UK shipbuilding advocacy group Keep Britain
Afloat warns that after the completion of the
Royal Navy's two new aircraft carriers, there will
be a two-year gap in procurement before the
next major naval vessel contract begins, putting
about 40,000 jobs at risk. The group argues that
the $1.7 billion contract for the FSS program
should stay within the UK, supporting yards and
local economies around Britain.  

"The FSS program is a perfect example of what
the prime minister would call a shovel-ready
project," said Shipbuilding and Engineering
Union General Secretary Ian Waddell in a
statement."It will get the post-coronavirus
economy up and running as part of the levelling
up agenda by injecting [$1.7 billion] into regional
economies and could benefit every single
shipyard in the UK."

Foreign construction would not be a new option
for a Royal Navy fleet auxiliary. The service
currently operates four DSME-built fleet oilers,
which were launched in Okpo, towed to the UK,
outfitted locally and delivered in 2017-2019. The
total acquisition cost came to roughly $200
million per unit.
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⚑−Ian Thompson
2 months ago

The current law requires a bidding process and the
lowest price must be accepted all UK industry needs
to do is bid less. However that's not possible as
unions demand high wages. You can't have both
work and high wages.

Reply△ ▽

⚑−Camomile Tea
2 months ago

Its the same old story. Build naval vessels in the
UK, Canada, Australia for their respective navies
instead of building them overseas. But the reality is
that every naval build that has been undertaken in
UK, Canada or Australian shipyard is always far
more costly on contract signing, is never delivered
on time, the unions get involved, the shipyards
suffer skill and technical issues. Australia has just
build 3 Navantia designed frigates in Adelaide; they
were over budget, delayed and Navantia had to
provide additional services to complete the
constuction.The Canadian Arctic Offshore Patrol
Ship will cost 10 times more than the Norwegian
vessel that it is based on. As long as the Allied
nations are not building ships in unfriendly
countries, save tax payers money and build ships in
countries that have the technical capability, can
deliver on time and wont be subject to inflated
national interest costs.

Reply△ ▽

⚑−Eduardo 
2 months ago

> Camomile Tea

What you ignore is that with continual building
of vessels, whether naval or merchant uploads
the skill capacity of the country. It also increases
the incomes to the respective governments via
lower unemployment/increase in associated
supplies ie Steel/copper/electrical/fuels/ the
multiplier affect IE 1 x 1.5 jobs in external
industries. It also builds the training base of the
nation in that the teachers are trades people
from the floor of the shipyard/factory then
whom pass their knowledge and skills onto
apprenticeships, whom become tradespersons.
These people all pay tax as does their employers.
So it is a win win for everyone. Building overseas
does absolutely nothing for the purchasing
country.

Reply 3△ ▽

⚑−Walter Wombat 
2 months ago

> Eduardo

In some aspects this is true, but there is often
an inherent sloppiness in this in-country
naval shipbuilding by the various Defence
overseers.Much of this extra cost in in-
country shipbuilding is borne against the
Defence budgets, which means financial
overuns can be at the expense of other aspects
of Defence budgets.

Reply△ ▽

⚑−Eduardo 
2 months ago

> Walter Wombat

I suppose that issue of "sloppiness" is
subjective in any country. In Australia the
submarines project has blown out from $50
billion to well over $60 billion and not one
piece of metal has been cut. All due to the
principal contractor a French Company. For
Australia to cancel the project will cost $450+
million.In my opinion it would be money well
forfeited.

Reply△ ▽
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Rendering of a proposed BMT / Navantia / Harland & Wolff
design for the FSS (Image courtesy BMT)

The UK Ministry of Defence's contract tender for
three new fleet auxiliaries has begun again, nine
months after it was suspended amidst concerns
about foreign bidders. 

In May 2018, MoD posted a contract tender for
up to three "Fleet Solid Support" ships to
resupply the Royal Navy's fleet with dry stores.
The specifications called for 250,000 cubic feet
of cargo space, a cruising speed of 18 knots, an
UNREPS speed of 12 knots and ship-to-ship
transfer capacity of five tonnes per load.

the MoD invited overseas shipbuilders to
participate in the bidding, drawing criticism from
maritime unions and domestic shipbuilding
advocates. Despite the domestic pressure, the
FSS project attracted interest from multiple
defense shipbuilders around the world, including
Navantia, Fincantieri, Japan Marine United and
DSME. All but Navantia ultimately dropped out.

In November 2019, the MoD published a
sweeping outside review of the UK's National
Shipbuilding Strategy. In the report, prominent
businessman Sir John Parker recommended
that "UK-only competition should be considered
for future defence-funded vessels,” pointing to
the benefits of sustaining the UK industrial
base. The MoD suspended the FSS bidding
process the next day, saying that it was "clear
that the current approach will not deliver the
requirement." 

With the onset of the COVID-19 shutdown and
the contraction of the national economy, defense
insiders raised concerns that the FSS project
could be canceled altogether due to budgetary
constraints, with scarce funds going towards
warship acquisition instead. The MoD said that it
was still working on FSS procurement despite
declining tax revenues - and true to its word, it is
reopening the procurement process with a
series of events to gauge bidder interest.
Controversially, it has also left the door open
to "international suppliers," angering domestic
shipbuilders once again.

"[This is] an absolute disgrace. The Defence
Select Committee will undoubtedly be taking this
up, which is presumably why they have sneaked
this out in the [parliamentary] recess," said
Labour MP John Spellar in a statement. "And
spare us any bleating excuses about EU
procurement rules, just buy and build British."

UK shipbuilding advocacy group Keep Britain
Afloat warns that after the completion of the
Royal Navy's two new aircraft carriers, there will
be a two-year gap in procurement before the
next major naval vessel contract begins, putting
about 40,000 jobs at risk. The group argues that
the $1.7 billion contract for the FSS program
should stay within the UK, supporting yards and
local economies around Britain.  

"The FSS program is a perfect example of what
the prime minister would call a shovel-ready
project," said Shipbuilding and Engineering
Union General Secretary Ian Waddell in a
statement."It will get the post-coronavirus
economy up and running as part of the levelling
up agenda by injecting [$1.7 billion] into regional
economies and could benefit every single
shipyard in the UK."

Foreign construction would not be a new option
for a Royal Navy fleet auxiliary. The service
currently operates four DSME-built fleet oilers,
which were launched in Okpo, towed to the UK,
outfitted locally and delivered in 2017-2019. The
total acquisition cost came to roughly $200
million per unit.
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⚑−Ian Thompson
2 months ago

The current law requires a bidding process and the
lowest price must be accepted all UK industry needs
to do is bid less. However that's not possible as
unions demand high wages. You can't have both
work and high wages.
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suffer skill and technical issues. Australia has just
build 3 Navantia designed frigates in Adelaide; they
were over budget, delayed and Navantia had to
provide additional services to complete the
constuction.The Canadian Arctic Offshore Patrol
Ship will cost 10 times more than the Norwegian
vessel that it is based on. As long as the Allied
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countries that have the technical capability, can
deliver on time and wont be subject to inflated
national interest costs.
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nation in that the teachers are trades people
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These people all pay tax as does their employers.
So it is a win win for everyone. Building overseas
does absolutely nothing for the purchasing
country.
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an inherent sloppiness in this in-country
naval shipbuilding by the various Defence
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Defence budgets, which means financial
overuns can be at the expense of other aspects
of Defence budgets.
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subjective in any country. In Australia the
submarines project has blown out from $50
billion to well over $60 billion and not one
piece of metal has been cut. All due to the
principal contractor a French Company. For
Australia to cancel the project will cost $450+
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your information click here.

Terms and Conditions  Disability Access

Copyright Labour Party. All rights reserved.
Promoted by David Evans on behalf of the

Labour Party, both at Southside, 105 Victoria
Street, London SW1E 6QT. The Labour Party will

place cookies on your computer to help us
make this website better. To find out more
about these cookies, see our privacy notice.

Tell the PrimeTell the Prime
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Navy ships shouldNavy ships should
be built in Britainbe built in Britain

For five years, the Tory Government has

dithered over Navy supply ships when it’s

a no-brainer to build these vital new ships

in Britain. They are selling Britain short by

not putting the work into UK shipyards.

No other major military nation has ordered

naval support ships from foreign yards.

These ships are the cornerstone for the

future of shipbuilding in this country.

What can be built in Britain now, must be

built in Britain – and we must develop the

UK’s future capacity to build in Britain.

Just like warships, supply ships forJust like warships, supply ships for

the British Navy should be built here.the British Navy should be built here.
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150 years including sections of
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Appledore Shipyard is set to reopen in
Devon after a rescue deal worth £7million
The 165-year-old site has helped to build
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 TBay Amateur Boxing Club have often faced 
harrowing experiences at a tender age.

But whether it’s losing relatives to knife crime, 
battling poverty or coping with complex family 
breakdown, they all share one thing – using sports 
training to build themselves a brighter future.

Which is just what Wasem Said had in mind when 
he reopened the club in his community – deprived 
but culturally rich Butetown – in 2018.

Wasem, 29, who lost his dad when he was 15, went 
down a dark path, getting mixed up with gangs – but 
sport saved him. “I don’t know where I’d be without 
boxing,” he says.

“I needed to dedicate myself to something and 
this club is the result.” 

“We never turn anyone away,” says Wasem. “I’ve 
seen people who were on the streets taking drugs 
completely change their outlook. Butetown is a very 
challenging area, 
deprived with plenty of 
antisocial behaviour, but 
also full of possibility.

“A 14-year-old boy 
who comes is one of the 
most dedicated here. He 
had no one to turn to at 
home, but he’s one of 
our success stories.”

Before Covid-19 hit, 
300 members aged 
seven to 55 regularly 
attended classes at the 
club. Now Wasem has 
been nominated for a National Lottery Award for 
supporting Butetown during lockdown.

“I knew there were a lot of vulnerable elderly 
people living locally, so about 10 of us have been 
delivering 160 food parcels twice a week,” he says. 
“We’ve also been posting workouts on Instagram 
and keeping in touch by phone. Plus, we’ve just 
started outdoor circuit training sessions.”

Thanks to National Lottery players, around 
£30million a week funds UK good causes like the 
club. “I’d like to thank them all,” adds Wasem. “Even 
if they don’t win, communities across the UK do.”

Community 
spirit is a 

knock-out!
Ex-gang member turned boxing coach 
Wasem Said hopes his National Lottery 

Thanks to  
all National 
Lottery 
players, 
communities 
in the UK  
are winning

Do you know an individual doing something inspiring, or 
 a small group who have adapted to meet local needs in 
lockdown? The National Lottery Awards honour ordinary 
people using National Lottery funding to do extraordinary 
things. Winners receive a £3,000 prize for their good cause.

Submit your nomination by completing an entry form 
on the website below by midnight on August 19, 2020.

Nominate your lockdown legend for  
The National Lottery Awards 2020

See lotterygoodcauses.org.uk for details

Fighting back... 
Wasem helps 
hundreds train
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Call to arms

Boxer
BRITAIN signed a £2.8billion 
deal last November for about 
500 Boxer armoured fighting 
vehicles for the Army. The 
64mph, 16-wheel troop 
carriers will be delivered from 
2023, according to Defence 
Secretary Ben Wallace.

The CSEU wants the 
delivery rate speeded up.
ESTIMATED COST THIS 
YEAR OF BRINGING 
FORWARD: £100million
DIRECT JOBS: 1,250

TempesT
A CONCEPT model of a sixth-
generation RAF fighter jet, 
known as Tempest,
was unveiled at the 2018 
Farnborough Air Show. It is 
due to enter service from 
2035. Some £2billion is being 
spent up to 2025. The CSEU 
wants phase two funding 
brought forward.
ESTIMATED COST THIS 
YEAR OF BRINGING 
FORWARD: £150million 
DIRECT JOBS: 2,500

FrigaTe
THE Royal Navy’s 13 Type 23 
Duke-class frigates for anti-
submarine warfare are getting 
old and are due to be replaced 
by eight Type 26 City-class 
warships.

But only three have been 
ordered so far, with the next 
batch not expected to be 
procured for two years.
ESTIMATED COST THIS 
YEAR OF BRINGING 
FORWARD: £100million 
DIRECT JOBS: 1,000

merlin
THE Royal Navy flies Merlin 
helicopters to hunt Russian 
subs around the UK coast.

The choppers will also have 
a “surveillance and control” 
role, alerting vessels to  
threats via the Crowsnest 
radar system. The CSEU 
believes up to 10 more 
helicopters are needed to 
perform both tasks.
ESTIMATED COST THIS 
YEAR: £750million
DIRECT JOBS: 400

Typhoon
THE MOD plans to buy 138 
US-made F-35 Lightning II 
joint strike fighters, below. But 
the CSEU urges RAF top brass 
to switch up to 36 of the F-35 
aircraft for Typhoons instead – 
boosting British jobs rather 
than those across the Atlantic.
ESTIMATED COST THIS 
YEAR: £600million  

DIRECT JOBS: 2,000

radar
THE CSEU wants a radar 
upgrade for Britain’s frontline 
fighter-bomber – the 
Eurofighter Typhoon – brought 
forward. Plans have reportedly 
been pushed back while the 
RAF waits for a better version 
of the active electronically 
scanned array system.
ESTIMATED COST THIS 
YEAR OF BRINGING 
FORWARD: £100million 
DIRECT JOBS: 600

supporT ships
THE Royal Navy needs three 
Fleet Solid Support ships for 
the Royal Fleet Auxiliary.

The vessels would be used 
to supply extra food, weapons 
and explosives to the Royal 
Navy’s aircraft carriers, 
destroyers and frigates while 
they are at sea.

ESTIMATED COST THIS 
YEAR OF BRINGING 
FORWARD: £500million 
DIRECT JOBS: 2,500

Warrior
AN upgrade to the Army’s 
Warrior armoured personnel 
carriers is designed to keep 
them in service until 2040. 
The Capability Sustainment 
Programme began eight years 
ago but as yet no vehicles 
have been delivered to front-
line personnel. The CSEU 
wants the scheme speeded up.
ESTIMATED COST THIS 
YEAR OF BRINGING 
FORWARD: £200million 
DIRECT JOBS: 1,200

varianTs
MORE variants of the Boxer 
armoured fighting vehicle are 
needed to perform different 
roles the Army can be 
assigned, according to the 
CSEU. It says a 10-year order 
for variants of the vehicles 
could be worth £1.5billion.

ESTIMATED COST THIS 
YEAR: £50million 

DIRECT 
JOBS: 
1,250

 ExCLUSIvE
by Ben glaze 
Deputy Political Editor

take aim  1st 
 Battalion Royal 
Irish soldier

Union chiefs say nine defence projects must 
be prioritised to safeguard jobs in recession UNION chiefs today demand 

£2.55billion of defence  
projects be prioritised to  
protect 33,000 jobs in the 
Covid-19 recession.

The blueprint would protect 
nearly 13,000 jobs directly.

Another 20,000 jobs in the 
supply chain, in the North, 
Midlands, South West, Wales 
and Scotland, would be secured.

There are fears a major 
defence review under way in 
Whitehall could see cash 
diverted from military hardware.

The Confederation of Ship-
building & Engineering Unions’ 
wishlist, seen by the Mirror, 
includes nine programmes – six 
of which are part of the existing 
equipment plan but are either on 
the back burner or not due to be 
ordered before 2025.

Projects on the list include:
 ■Ordering five more Type 26, 

City-class frigates now, not in the 
“early 2020s” as planned.

 ■Buying up to 36 Typhoon 
fighter-bombers rather than 
American-made rivals.

 ■Speeding up delivery of Boxer 
armoured fighting vehicles.

 The CSEU, affiliated to the 

unions Unite, GMB, Community 
and Prospect, said green-lighting 
all “shovel-ready” projects would 
protect 12,700 posts.

Ian Waddell, CSEU general 
secretary, said: “There are dozens 
of projects which have been 
budgeted for and are in the pipe-
line which can either be brought 
forward a couple of years or have 
additional orders added.

“This will boost the economy 
now when it needs it.”

Shadow Defence Secretary 
John Healey said: “The Govern-
ment could provide a multi-
billion pound boost to British 
jobs by finally making long-
delayed decisions to support the 
UK defence industry.”

The Ministry of Defence said: 
“Defence contributes over 
£20billion to the economy each 
year, supporting homegrown 
skills, opportunities and more 
than 300,000 jobs.”

ben.glaze@mirror.co.uk
@benglaze
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Appledore Shipyard in
Devon to reopen after £7m
InfraStrata buyout
Unions welcome deal that will revive
historic shipbuilding yard in
Bideford

Rupert Neate
 @RupertNeate

Tue 25 Aug 2020 18.18 BST

26

A historic shipbuilding yard in north Devon
is to reopen after it was bought by the
natural gas storage company InfraStrata in a
£7m deal on Tuesday.

The Appledore Shipyard, in Bideford,
closed in March 2019 after its owners,
Babcock, said its future was not secure,
despite the offer of a £60m Ministry of
Defence contract.

InfraStrata, which also owns Belfast’s
Harland & Wolff (H&W), said the Appledore
yard’s ability to cater for smaller vessels was
“a market segment that cannot be ignored”.

Boris Johnson visited the site on Tuesday
and said ithad a “massive history but it’s
also got a great future”.

“What we want to do is to ensure that
there’s a good enough stream of contracts
coming through to drive jobs and growth
here in Devon,” he said.

Unions welcomed the deal and urged the
government to give the yard, which will be
renamed H&W (Appledore), more orders.

InfraStrata said while the yard had been
dormant in recent months and the
acquisition came with only one employee –
the site manager – the workforce could be
“very quickly ramped up” if contracts for
work were secured. Discussions were under
way with the government and private vessel
owners, InfraStrata said.

John Wood, the
company’s chief
executive, said: “The
acquisition at this point in
time is opportunistic for
the company and one that
should not be missed. It
not only gives us a
strategic foothold in

mainland UK but also makes the overall
business highly competitive in the smaller
and higher ends of the shipyard market,
respectively.”

The Appledore Shipyard dates back to 1865,
and has built more than 300 vessels,
including some of the Royal Navy’s latest
aircraft carriers.

Ian Waddell, the general secretary of the
Confederation of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions, said: “The prospect of
Appledore being reopened is great news for
British shipbuilding and we welcome its
purchase by InfraStrata.

“Appledore played a vital
role making the complex
bows for the aircraft
carrier and it could play a
similar role building the
future solid support ship
which the government
must build in Britain in
order to invest in our

regional economies and get the economy
back up and running.”

The GMB’s union regional organiser, Matt
Roberts, said: “We are absolutely delighted
with the confirmation that the yard will
reopen. We have always firmly believed that
the yard can be viable and thrive in the
right hands.”

Since you’re here ...
… we have a small favour to ask. Millions
are flocking to the Guardian for open,
independent, quality news every day, and
readers in 180 countries around the world
now support us financially.

We believe everyone deserves access to
information that’s grounded in science
and truth, and analysis rooted in authority
and integrity. That’s why we made a
different choice: to keep our reporting
open for all readers, regardless of where
they live or what they can afford to pay.

The Guardian has no shareholders or
billionaire owner, meaning our journalism
is free from bias and vested interests – this
makes us different. Our editorial
independence and autonomy allows us to
provide fearless investigations and
analysis of those with political and
commercial power. We can give a voice to
the oppressed and neglected, and help
bring about a brighter, fairer future. Your
support protects this.

Supporting us means investing in
Guardian journalism for tomorrow and the
years ahead. The more readers funding our
work, the more questions we can ask, the
deeper we can dig, and the greater the
impact we can have. We’re determined to
provide reporting that helps each of us
better understand the world, and take
actions that challenge, unite, and inspire
change.

Your support means we can keep our
journalism open, so millions more have
free access to the high-quality,
trustworthy news they deserve. So we
seek your support not simply to survive,
but to grow our journalistic ambitions and
sustain our model for open, independent
reporting.

If there were ever a time to join us, and
help accelerate our growth, it is now. You
have the power to support us through
these challenging economic times and
enable real-world impact.

Every contribution, however big or small,
makes a difference. Support us today from
as little as £1 – it only takes a minute.
Thank you.
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historic shipbuilding yard in
Bideford

Rupert Neate
 @RupertNeate

Tue 25 Aug 2020 18.18 BST

26

A historic shipbuilding yard in north Devon
is to reopen after it was bought by the
natural gas storage company InfraStrata in a
£7m deal on Tuesday.

The Appledore Shipyard, in Bideford,
closed in March 2019 after its owners,
Babcock, said its future was not secure,
despite the offer of a £60m Ministry of
Defence contract.

InfraStrata, which also owns Belfast’s
Harland & Wolff (H&W), said the Appledore
yard’s ability to cater for smaller vessels was
“a market segment that cannot be ignored”.

Boris Johnson visited the site on Tuesday
and said ithad a “massive history but it’s
also got a great future”.

“What we want to do is to ensure that
there’s a good enough stream of contracts
coming through to drive jobs and growth
here in Devon,” he said.

Unions welcomed the deal and urged the
government to give the yard, which will be
renamed H&W (Appledore), more orders.

InfraStrata said while the yard had been
dormant in recent months and the
acquisition came with only one employee –
the site manager – the workforce could be
“very quickly ramped up” if contracts for
work were secured. Discussions were under
way with the government and private vessel
owners, InfraStrata said.

John Wood, the
company’s chief
executive, said: “The
acquisition at this point in
time is opportunistic for
the company and one that
should not be missed. It
not only gives us a
strategic foothold in

mainland UK but also makes the overall
business highly competitive in the smaller
and higher ends of the shipyard market,
respectively.”

The Appledore Shipyard dates back to 1865,
and has built more than 300 vessels,
including some of the Royal Navy’s latest
aircraft carriers.

Ian Waddell, the general secretary of the
Confederation of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions, said: “The prospect of
Appledore being reopened is great news for
British shipbuilding and we welcome its
purchase by InfraStrata.

“Appledore played a vital
role making the complex
bows for the aircraft
carrier and it could play a
similar role building the
future solid support ship
which the government
must build in Britain in
order to invest in our

regional economies and get the economy
back up and running.”

The GMB’s union regional organiser, Matt
Roberts, said: “We are absolutely delighted
with the confirmation that the yard will
reopen. We have always firmly believed that
the yard can be viable and thrive in the
right hands.”
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